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Bite into Better Writing: The Hamburger Paragraph Technique 

The hamburger paragraph structure, also known as the ‘burger paragraph’, is a tool for 

organising clear and cohesive paragraphs. At its core, this structure resembles a hamburger: 

the topic sentence serves as the top bun, followed by several layers of supporting details, 

and finally, a concluding sentence acts as the bottom bun to hold everything together. In this 

model, the topic sentence introduces the main idea of the paragraph, providing a roadmap 

for what follows. The supporting sentences then delve deeper into the topic, offering 

evidence, examples, or explanations to support the main idea. Each of these builds upon the 

previous supporting sentence, adding depth and complexity to the paragraph's argument or 

narrative. Finally, the concluding sentence ties everything together, summarising the key 

points and reinforcing the paragraph's overall message. By following the hamburger 

paragraph structure, therefore, writers can create paragraphs that are well-organized, 

cohesive, and easy for readers to digest. 

mailto:hyde@zhaw.ch

